
 

 

The Royal Alexandra and Albert Junior School – KS2 RE Progression 

 

Our intent at RAAS in KS2 ended to offer a broad and rich RE curriculum; we will promote inquisitive minds, respect, tolerance and understanding for all those around them 

including themselves. A high quality, coherent and progressive experience for the children in the domain of Religious Education will be provided, with scope for cross-curricular 

learning, as they consolidate and develop the skills and knowledge covered in KS1. Through each unit, children will know about and understand a range of religions and world 

views. They will be given opportunities to identify, investigate and respond to a variety of issues. SMSC, personal growth and community cohesion are embedded into our 

curriculum to ensure opportunities for children to develop positive attitudes and values. We will also give importance in our lessons to the acts of reflection and the ability to relate 

their learning in RE to their own experiences. The focus is to ensure that children understand the relevance of RE in today’s modern world and how it affects our lives. 

Within out RE coverage we aim to: 

-provoke challenging questions 

-encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs 

-enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging 

-teach pupils to develop respect for others 

-prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities. 

 

As a through-school, we implement a RE curriculum that is both skills and knowledge progressive from Key Stages 2-5. At RAAS, RE is taught on a half-termly basis, forging 

link with our topic lessons where appropriate. Our RE curriculum is underpinned by rich, substantive knowledge and ambitious vocabulary, and learning themes, that is 

modelled by the teachers. Learning will be differentiated and supported so that all children can explore the learning content in addition to enrichment opportunities to 

challenge learning and religious viewpoints. 

Children will have the important opportunity to self-reflect upon their learning at the end of each topic, in addition to responding and taking on-board teachers’ feedback. 

The impact of learning will then be evaluated by class teachers, addressing any misconceptions before progressing to the next topic. We hope that the progressive 

curriculum that we have designed across the Junior School will allow children to have a better understanding of the religions that make up the UK landscape and how they can work 

with their peers to create community cohesion. All children will be more informed about their position in the world, and the decisions they can make impacting their future. It is 

important to us that children will be able to talk confidently about their wellbeing, moral and cultural development for the society in which they live. 

 



 

 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM SKILLS PROGRESSION 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Beliefs and teachings  Describe the key beliefs and teachings of the religions studied. 

 

Explain how beliefs and teachings can make contributions to the 

lives of individuals and communities.  

Make some comparisons between the religions studied. 

 

Compare the key beliefs and teachings of various religions, using 

appropriate language and vocabulary and demonstrating respect 

and tolerance. 

Children expand on their knowledge of world religions from KS1.  

Begin to compare the main festivals of world religions.  

Refer to religious figures and holy books.  

Rituals, ceremonies and 

lifestyles  

Understand what belonging to a religion might look like, through 

practices and rituals, and what it might involve, identifying 

religious artefacts. 

Understand how certain features of religion make a difference to 

individuals and communities. 

 

Explain religious ceremonies and rituals and their importance for 

people’s lives and sense of belonging. 

Explore the rituals and ceremonies which mark important points 

in life.  

Begin to discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ 

views.  

 

Explore pilgrimages as a part of a religious life.  

Describe religious buildings and how they are used.  

 Explain practices and lifestyles associated with belonging to a 

faith. 

 Explain practices and lifestyles associated with belonging to a non-

religious community. 

 Compare lifestyles of different faiths and give reasons why some 

people within the same faith choose to adopt different lifestyles. 

 Show an understanding of the role of a spiritual leader. 

How beliefs are expressed Begin to identify religious symbolism in different forms of art and 

communication. 

Explore religious symbolism in literature and the arts. 

Looking at holy texts and stories, explain meaning in a story.  



 

 

 Explain some of the different ways that individuals show their 

beliefs. 

Express their beliefs in different forms, with respect for others’ 

beliefs and comparing beliefs. 

Share their opinion or express their own belief with respect and 

tolerance for others. 

Time to reflect and personal 

growth 

Understand that personal experiences and feelings can influence 

their attitudes and actions. 

Recognise and express feelings about their identities and beliefs. 

 

Offer suggestions about why religious and non-religious leaders 

and followers have acted the way they have. 

 

Ask questions that have no agreed answers, and offer suggestions 

as answers to those questions. 

Explain their own opinions about tricky concepts and tricky 

questions that have no universally agreed answers. 

Understand that there are similarities and differences between 

people and respect those differences. 

Explain why their answers may be different from someone else’s 

and respond sensitively. 

Values - in your own life and 

others lives 

 Explain why individuals and communities may have similar and 

differing values. 

Make informed choices and understand the consequences of 

choices 

Show an awareness of morals, question morals and demonstrate 

an ability to make choices, understanding the consequences 

Describe how shared values in a community can affect behaviour 

and outcomes. 

Discuss and give opinions on morals and values, including their 

own. 

Express their own values while respecting the values of others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scheme of Learning 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn Term 1 

Topics Covered Signs and Symbols Sikh Rites of Passage (Sikhism) Where did the Bible come 

from? (Christianity) 

Stories (Hinduism) 

Key Vocabulary Symbols 

Signs  

Religion  

Islam 

Buddhism  

Christianity  

Judaism  

Hinduism  

Sikhism  

Dove  

Cross  

Rainbow  

Lotus flower  

Jewellery  

Sikhism 

Sikh 

Guru Nanak 

Century 

Punjab 

India 

Gobind Singh  

Gurdwara 

Naam Karan 

Amrit Sanskar 

Baptism 

Khalsa 

Anand Karaj 

Funeral 

Antam Sanskar 

Reincarnation 

Bible, stories, teachings, 

artefacts, old testament, Jesus, 

new testament, Moses, Jewish 

Torah, Prophecy, Proverbs, 

Exodus, Books of Psalms, 

Hebrew, Creation   

Knappar 

Shivalingas 

Krishna 

Avatar  

Vishnu 

Transformation  

Ajamil 

Kabir 

Consequences  

Key Questions Can children identify objects of 

symbolic importance to them?  

 

Do children know that symbols 

in religion are often open to 

interpretation? Can children 

explain why the Passover meal 

is significant for Jews?  

 

Can children make connections 

between their personal 

Who are Sikhs and what do 

they believe? 

 

How are Sikh children named? 

 

What happens at the Sikh 

baptism ceremony of Amrit? 

 

What happens at Sikh marriage 

ceremonies? 

 

Can children ask questions 

about the Bible? 

Do children know that the Bible 

is a collection of writings from 

many different times? 

Can children identify some of 

the different literary genres in 

the Bible? 

Can children explain why the 

Bible is still relevant to 

Christians today? 

Can children recall some main 

facts about Hinduism?  

Do children understand that 

Hindus believe there is one God 

who takes many forms? 

Can children say who Krishna 

was?  

Can children discuss the 

themes and messages in the 

two Hindu stories? 



 

 

experience and the experience 

of people in a religious context? 

Do the children understand the 

difference between literal and 

non-literal meanings of 

metaphors?  

 

Can children explain how 

religions use metaphors to 

convey beliefs and ideas? Do 

children know that God is 

ascribed different 

characteristics in different 

religions?  

 

Can children explain their own 

views on what they think God is 

like? Can children identify signs 

and symbols in a place of 

worship?  

 

Can children explain what signs 

and symbols in a place of 

worship represent?  

 

Do children know that signs 

and symbols are not just 

limited to objects? 

What do Sikh’s believe happens 

when you die? 

Can children recall the events 

and themes in the story of 

Ajamil? 

Can children recall the events 

and themes in the story of Why 

Speak the Truth? 

Autumn Term 2 

Topics Covered Diwali Christmas Journeys 

(Christianity) 

Why is Muhammad important? 

(Islam) 

What is a church? (Christianity) 



 

 

Key Vocabulary Diwali, festival of lights, Hindus, 

diya, candle, celebration, 

occasions, greeting, card, 

religion, community, message, 

Rangoli, Sanskrit, India, colour, 

significance, motifs, floor, walls, 

Lakshmi, Goddess, wealth, 

goodness, beauty, story, 

conquer, evil, destroys, 

darkness, qualities, 

represented, different, 

prosperity, worship, 

worshipped, similarity 

Bethlehem 

Christians 

Christianity 

Pilgrimage 

Israel 

Angels 

Nativity 

Shepherds 

Jesus 

Refugees 

 

Muhammad 

Qur’an 

Prophet 

Messenger of God 

Morals 

Teachings 

Role-model 

Muslims 

 

 

Church  

Apostles  

Worship 

Design  

Layout  

Communities 

Neighbourhoods  

 

Key Questions Can children identify the key 

events in the story of Rama and 

Sita? 

Do children know why a diya is 

lit during the festival of Diwali? 

Can children explain why cards 

are sent at Diwali? 

Do children know what rangoli 

is?  

Do children know why rangoli 

designs are used in homes at 

Diwali? 

Do children know some Hindu 

beliefs about how God is 

represented?  

Do children know some of the 

ways in which Diwali is 

celebrated at home?  

Why is Bethlehem important to 

Christians? What is a pilgrimage 

and why do Christians do it? 

 

What happened on Mary and 

Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem? 

 

What are the key features of 

the nativity story? 

 

How can religious ideas be 

expressed through music and 

art? 

 

How are the emotions of the 

people felt during the nativity 

story similar to that of peoples’ 

today? 

Can children explain who 

Muhammad was and when he 

lived?  

Can children explain how the 

Qur’an was first written? 

 Can children place Muhammad 

in a historical context?  

Can children explain what 

Muhammad was like?   

Do children understand that 

Muslims believe the Qur’an to 

be the literal voice of God?  

Can children explain some of 

the ideas and teaching within 

the Qur’an?  

Do children understand 

Muhammad’s role as a 

messenger of God? 

Can children explain in their 

own words that churches are 

buildings but they are also a 

community of people?  

Can children describe some 

beliefs and actions of the 

apostles as described in Acts? 

Can children explain some of 

the risks and sacrifices endured 

by the apostles, giving reasons 

why they chose to endure 

them? 

Do children understand that a 

church is a building, but it is 

also a community of people 

with the same religious beliefs? 

Can children suggest reasons 

for features of churches or 



 

 

Do children understand that 

religious beliefs can be 

expressed in a variety of ways? 

Do children know what the 

Hadith are?  

 Can children explain how 

Muhammad affects a Muslim’s 

daily life?   

Can children describe some of 

the moral beliefs of Muslims? 

Can children explain why 

Muhammad is a role model for 

Muslims? 

aspects of worship that reflect 

local culture?  

Can children identify common 

features of all churches? 

Can children describe how 

Christians might feel when they 

come to a church to worship? 

Can children describe ways in 

which church buildings are 

designed to structure and 

support worship? 

Can children describe how 

Christians might feel when they 

come to a church to worship? 

Can children describe ways in 

which church buildings are 

designed to structure and 

support worship? 

Can children explain what the 

Bible says about helping others 

in a community?  

Can children identify ways in 

which church buildings are 

used to serve communities? 

Spring Term 1 

Topics Covered What do we know about Jesus? Worship – at the home or in the 

Mandir (Hinduism) 

Worship and Community 

(Judaism) 

The Qur’an (Islam) 

Key Vocabulary Jesus  

Disciples  

Bible  

Hypothesis  

 

Hindu 

Hinduism 

Svetaketu 

Principles 

Belief 

Judaism 

Worship 

Siddur 

Torah 

Teffilin 

Qur’an 

Sacred  

Bismillah 

Compassionate  

Merciful  



 

 

God 

Goddess 

Shrine 

Puja 

Ritual 

Artefacts 

Symbolism 

Offering 

Meditation 

Mandir 

Worship 

Prayer shawl 

Kippahs 

Community 

Worship 

Tzedakah 

 

 

Guidance  

Madrasah 

 

Key Questions Do children know that Jesus is a 

historical figure?  

 

Do children know that there is 

no authentic visual image of 

Jesus?  

 

Do children know that 

expressions of Jesus’ 

appearance reflect a variety of 

contextual characteristics? 

 

Can children explain the 

importance of a personal image 

of Jesus for many believers?  

 

Can children reflect on their 

own ideas of how Jesus may 

have looked? Do children know 

what the Gospels are?   

 

What are some of the 

important aspects of Hindu 

beliefs in God? 

 

What are some of the 

characteristics of Hindu Gods 

and Goddesses? 

 

Why is a shrine a special place 

in a Hindu home? 

 

Why is puja important to 

Hindus? 

 

How did Hindus worship in the 

Mandir? 

 

 

Can children identify some of 

the key aspects of worship in 

Judaism?  

Can children use appropriate 

vocabulary when discussing 

aspects of Jewish worship?  

Can children discuss similarities 

and differences between 

Jewish worship and worship in 

other religions? 

Can children explain that for 

many people prayer is a 

powerful and meaningful 

experience?  

Can children interpret Jewish 

prayers and suggest their 

meaning? 

Can children describe what 

‘tzedakah’ is?  

Can children identify ways in 

which religious beliefs affect 

Do children understand the 

word ‘sacred’?  

Can children explain some of 

the ways in which the Qur’an is 

revered by Muslims and why?  

Do children know some of the 

characteristics of God as shown 

in the Qur’an?   

Can children explain what the 

‘Bismillah’ is and what this 

shows about Islamic beliefs 

about God?  

Do children know that Muslims’ 

behaviour is influenced by the 

Qur’an? 

Do children know that Muslims 

study the Qur’an in order to 

understand their faith?   

Can children give reasons why 

Muslim parents want their 



 

 

Do children understand why 

different groups of people saw 

Jesus in different ways? Can 

children name some of the 

ways Jesus described himself in 

his teachings?  

 

Can children explain Christian 

understandings of the 

metaphors describing Jesus? 

 

Can children evaluate what 

they understand about how 

Jesus described himself? Can 

children recall main points to 

answer the question ‘What do 

we know about Jesus?’?  

 

Can children describe their own 

view of what they think Jesus 

was like? 

communities locally and 

worldwide? 

Can children describe some of 

the features of worship in 

Judaism?  

 Can children explain why 

members of the Jewish 

community value their Jewish 

identity? 

children to learn about their 

religion?   

Spring Term 2 

Topics Covered Jewish Celebrations Why is Easter Important? 

(Christianity) 

Worship and Beliefs (Buddhism) How do people express their 

faith through arts? 

 

Key Vocabulary Shabbat  

Hannukah  

Passover  

Scrolls  

Torah  

 

Palm Sunday 

Christianity 

Jesus 

Jerusalem 

Christians 

Last Supper 

Garden of Gethsemane 

Siddhartha Gautama 

Enlightenment 

Buddha 

Three universal truths 

Five moral concepts 

Eightfold path 

Rebirth 

Emotional experience 

Body language  

Clergy  

Vestments  

Scripture  

Spiritual  

Calligraphy  



 

 

Disciples 

Crucifixion 

Resurrection 

Messiah  

Holy Week  

Mary Magdalene 

Karma 

 

Arabesque  

Prayer mat  

 

 

Key Questions Do children know that Judaism 

is one of the world’s oldest 

religions?  

 

Do children know that Jews 

believe in one God?  

 

Can children describe some of 

the main features of Judaism? 

Do children know the story 

behind the Passover 

celebrations?  

 

Can children describe some of 

the ways in which Passover is 

celebrated today?  

 

Can children identify symbols 

associated with Passover? 

Do children know that the 

Israelites wandered the desert 

for forty years before reaching 

the Promised Land?  

 

Do children know why Jews 

celebrate Sukkot?  

What happened on Palm 

Sunday? 

 

What is the significance of the 

Last Supper? 

 

What were the events that led 

up to Jesus being arrested? 

 

What were the events and 

emotions surrounding the 

crucifixion of Jesus? 

 

What were the events of the 

resurrection and what do 

Christians believe in regards to 

life after death? 

 

What is the meaning of 

‘Messiah’ for Jesus? 

Can children explain what 

Buddhism is and how/when it 

began?  

Do children understand the 

story of how Prince Siddhartha 

became Buddha?  

Do children recognise that 

Buddhists do not worship a god 

like most other world religions? 

Do children know what the 

Three Universal Truths are?  

Do children know what the Five 

Moral Precepts are? 

Do children understand what 

the Four Noble Truths are?  

 Do children know what the 

Eightfold Path is?  

Can children explain what 

karma is?  

 Can children explain what 

reincarnation is?  

Do children know where and 

how Buddhists worship?  

Can children explain what 

happens during Vesak 

celebrations? 

Can children use drama to 

show their understanding of 

how people express their 

feelings? 

Do children know why religious 

people sometimes choose to 

express their faith through the 

arts?  

Can children describe how 

emotions can be portrayed 

through a variety of media? 

Do children know that religious 

beliefs, ideas and feelings can 

be expressed through music? 

Do children know that religious 

music is often taken directly 

from scripture? 

Can children explain the 

meaning of vestments and 

colours in many churches? 

 Can children identify and 

explain the significance of some 

Christian symbols? 

 Can children identify how and 

why colours and symbols are 



 

 

 

Can children describe some of 

the main features of Sukkot 

celebrations? Can children 

retell the main points from the 

story of Esther?  

 

Do children know why Purim is 

a joyous and important festival 

for Jews?  

 

Can children describe some of 

the ways in which Purim is 

celebrated? Do children know 

that Hanukkah is known as the 

Festival of Lights?  

 

Can children retell the main 

points in the story of the 

Maccabees?  

 

Can children describe some of 

the main features of the 

celebrations of Hanukkah? Do 

children know that Rosh 

Hashanah is the Jewish New 

Year festival?  

 

Can children describe some of 

the ways in which Rosh 

Hashanah is celebrated? 

 

Can children explain some of 

the different ways in which 

Buddhists worship?  

Do children know what some of 

the symbols associated with 

Buddhism represent?  

 

used in different Christian 

festivals? 

Can children suggest reasons 

why believers choose to 

express religious beliefs and 

ideas through art?  

Do children understand that 

artwork can be sacred and 

spiritual to believers? 

Can children explain the 

importance of calligraphy and 

arabesque art to Muslims?  

Can children explain the 

significance of the design of a 

prayer mat? 

Can children evaluate how art 

is used differently in 

Christianity and Islam? 



 

 

Do children understand what 

the Days of Awe are and relate 

this to things they have done 

wrong themselves? 

Summer Term 1 

Topics Covered What is the Bible and why is it 

important for Christians? 

Festivals (Buddhism) Stories (Christianity) Worship and Community (Sikh) 

Key Vocabulary Bible  

Old Testament  

New Testament  

Jesus  

God  

Books  

Psalms  

Gospel  

Verse  

Line  

Parable  

Buddhism 

Principles 

Vesak 

Offerings 

Thailand 

Buddha 

Loy Krathong 

Rituals 

Worship 

Songkran 

Parinirvana 

Bible 

Genesis 

Revelation 

Messages 

Old testament 

New testament 

Parable 

Disciples 

Baptism 

 

Gurus 

Mool Mantar 

Ik Onkar 

Naam Karan  

Amrit 

Langar  

Communal  

Equality  

Creeds  

 

Key Questions Do children know that the Bible 

is the holy book of Christianity? 

 Can children identify ways in 

which the Bible is important for 

Christians?  

 

Can children reflect on their 

own feelings about their use of 

time and money? 

 

Do children know that the Bible 

forms the main reference for 

guidance, teaching and 

worship?  

Why is Buddhism so special? 

 

Why do Buddhists give 

offerings during Vesak? 

 

Why is the ploughing festival 

significant? 

 

How and why do Buddhists pay 

respect to the Buddha? 

 

How do the activities during the 

festival Songkran relate to the 

teachings of the Buddha? 

Can children recall some main 

facts about Christianity?  

Can children name and retell a 

variety of key Bible stories?  

Do children understand that 

the Bible itself tells a story? 

Do children know that stories in 

the Bible contain messages for 

the reader?  

Do children know that many of 

the stories in the Bible are 

interlinked? 

Do children know where and 

when Sikhism began?  

Can children describe what 

Sikhs believe?   

Can children describe some of 

the features of Sikh worship? 

Can children explain what 

prayer is in their own words? 

Can children explain how Sikhs 

worship through prayer?   

Do children know what the 

Mool Mantar is and what it 

represents in Sikhism? 



 

 

 

Can children reflect on what is 

of value in their own lives? 

 

Do children understand how 

the different genres of writing 

in the Bible are used for 

different purposes?  

 

Do children understand that 

religious ideas, beliefs and 

feelings are expressed through 

the Bible? 

 

Can children give examples of 

books and other pieces of 

writing that are special to 

them? 

 

Do children know that the Bible 

is made up of lots of different 

books? 

 

Do children know that the Bible 

is separated into the Old 

Testament and the New 

Testament?  

 

Do children know that the birth 

of Jesus marks the two 

sections?  

 

Do children understand the 

difference between the Old and 

New Testaments?  

Do children know what a 

parable is?  

Can children read some of the 

parables told by Jesus and 

identify the underlying lesson? 

Do children understand what 

baptism is?  

Do children know where the 

practice of baptism began? 

Can children explain why Paul is 

such an important figure in the 

Bible? 

Can children describe the Sikh 

naming ceremony?   

Can children describe the Amrit 

ceremony? 

Can children describe what the 

langar is and how the tradition 

of communal meals began?   

Do children know why Sikhs 

take part in the langar?   

Can children explain what the 

langar shows about Sikh 

beliefs? 



 

 

Can children evaluate the 

importance of the Bible for 

Christians? 

Summer Term 2 

Topics Covered Islamic Rites of Passage Belonging and Identity Belief in Our Community Moving On 

Key Vocabulary Hajj  

Pillars  

Quaran  

Prayer mat  

Eid  

Allah  

Ramadan  

Mecca  

Pilgrimage  

 

Identity 

Actions 

Express 

Community 

Belief 

Tolerance 

Diversity 

Opinion 

Minority 

Understanding 

Belonging  

Environment 

Refugees  

Responsibility 

Global community 

Citizen 

Sharing 

Charity 

Faith 

Belief 

Non-religious 

 

Loss 

Bereavement 

Funeral  

Humanists  

Atheists 

Obituaries  

 

Key Questions Can children explain what the 

Five Pillars of Islam are? 

 

Can children explain what 

happens in an Islamic birth/ 

naming ceremony? 

 

Can children understand some 

of the religious requirements 

How can drama be used to 

reinforce important teachings 

and stories in religions? 

 

How can we express our 

identity? 

 

How do beliefs differ between 

different groups and 

Can children decide on some 

beliefs that are shared by your 

school community?  

 Do children understand that 

many people consider ‘beliefs’ 

and ‘faith’ to be different 

things?  

Can children find out about 

religious and non-religious 

Do children recognise that loss 

and sadness are shared human 

experiences? 

Can children explore and 

compare funeral traditions in 

different religions and 

communities?  

Can children explain some ways 

in which some funeral 



 

 

for Muslims when they marry a 

person? 

 

Can children explain what 

happens at a Muslim funeral 

ceremony? 

 

Can children explain what the 

Hajj is and why it is important?  

Can children detail what they 

would take with them on a 

journey and why? 

 

Can children explain how a 

pilgrimage is a rite of passage 

and how people feel after 

making a journey? 

communities? How can we 

show understanding? 

 

How is our sense of belonging 

shaped? 

 

What responsibilities do we 

have in belonging to a global 

community? 

 

What is the importance of 

sharing in a global community? 

communities in their local 

area? 

Can children consider how 

being a member of a religious 

community can affect daily life? 

Can children describe ways in 

which inspirational figures 

attribute their successes to 

their beliefs? 

Can children explain some of 

the shared beliefs of 

nonreligious communities?  

 Can children consider the 

difficulties faced by religious 

members of non-religious 

communities? 

Can children give some reasons 

why it is hard for young people 

to live up to some religious 

beliefs? 

traditions offer comfort for 

those experiencing a 

bereavement? 

Can children express their own 

ideas about what happens 

when a person dies? 

Can children discuss ways in 

which prayer and talk can help 

people express their feelings? 

Do children recognise that 

difficult ideas and feelings can 

be expressed artistically? 

 

 


